[Severe frostbites of the limbs. Apropos of 4 cases. A new approach of early prognosis].
The statistics of frostbites of the Chamonix Hospital surgical service include 1232 cases, 587 of them having been treated at the hospital. As regard four cases of severe frostbites having led to an amputation, the author reviews the complementary examinations that make possible an early prognosis. Among them, the bony scintigraphy must be privileged. It is nowadays a routine examination as it is technically easy and not difficult to interpret. Two spectroscopic examinations of living cells in NMR are reported, however no definitive conclusions could be reacted. A certain number of fundamental notions are assorted regarding the validity of the physiological mechanism what enables to reaffirm the three pillars of the treatment that must be often reduced to the simple limitation of the lesions. Two examinations show that in 1991, infection of frostbites can be always so redoutable.